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'HE Ltonddrable Coieh ſi6n a the kite 
"War 'with*Fraice, to the great Morrifics- 
tion of his Mejſty 's-Encrmy 
faction: of his Friends, 'agd the" Adrgiration * 
Men, muſt chankfn oor: 38'c 


owing to His 's preat-Wiſde 
Courage, \and inflexible Reſolution. 
wk herekindled the decaying! 


e, tayght them by his: Condudt 
wh N re on by his Example” to'E SAR 
ments of theis Valiant FjefigNet. an 4s 
ſtor'd 'to England the ancient. R wie. 
Arins, "Bur by his Wifdom he procur'd'ys an Fo 
nour-we never Ba before p rend to; IN £ bee; 
a a ny ON. as well 1h the Cabl ditier; A Sa, 
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as in the Camp; and gaind by a Wiſe Treaty 
- more, than by Arms had been 'worrirrthe Field. ” 
For any Potentate to unite many States and Princes 
diſagreeing 1n Intereſts, Inclinations or Religion, 
in a ſtrift Confederacy againſt a Common Enemy, 
and to preſerve that-Alliance- unbroken tosg-many 
years together," notwithſtanding «the! grear Lofles 
thoſe Allies- ſuſtain,d, and 1n deſpight of all the 
Artempts of Foreign #nd Domeſtic Enemys to diſ- 
folve their Union, mult be ackpowledgd by all 
the, World, -as the effect-of- a refin'd ad maſterly 
Judgment :* Yet this Honour, which -perhaps has 
no Example, is by the Confeſſion of all, due to 
His; Majeſty, who was, the only Center ;in which 
ſa many various Lines could meet, the only Head 
which ſuch differing. Intereſts could confide ing! as 
capable to direct chem ina Juncture of Time, when. 
the Libertys of all Exrope lay at-Stake. ,, _. 
_ We are likewiſe-greatly indebted to the Bravery 
and Fidelity. of His Majeſty's Fleet and Army for 
our preſent Peace, and the Bleſſings that attend. ic. 
It muſt be own'd to their great Honour, that: our. 
Officers and Common Men, as well by Land as by 


| _ Sea, notwithſtanding any Diſappointments they at 


any time met with, did-on all occaſions ſhow a 
Courage and Reſolution equal to that of their War- 
like Anceſtors ; a Courage that became the Sub- 
' ectsof ſuch a Prince, and ſuch a General; a Cou- | 


highs nor can} any Rewards: contin wy 2 
'Publick Good for which they fought, ber Jook'd on © 
as t00 great for Men who have merited anhtops 6ix  M 
their Country.” 

And yet ic muſt_ be. confeks'd that ſo great'a 
Prince and fo great a General 'at:the:Head- of ſuch 
Brave and Loyal Men, could: never have been able 
to have brought a War wich ſuch-a Porent Adver- 
fary to a happy Iſſue, had not : the Parliament of 
England concurr d wah him, and: ſtood/'by him 
with ſo-much Conſtancy and unanimous: Aﬀection. 
[Tis therefore to theſe worthy Patriots thar 'weowe; 
in a great meaſure, our preſent. Security,” and: the . } 
Eſtabliſhment of our Laws: and: Religion/- "The | 
People of Eng/and ought to 'have'a due-Reverence ' - 
and  Aﬀection for their Repreſentacives'in*Parlia- 
ment, and: to maintain their: Honour, even when 
in diltemperd Times .it mighc happen, "hey ſhould 2: 
act. ſome things againſt|the Public Goaliranly = 

' becauſe. they arc a Part -of our: Conſtitution” © 
likewiſe that particular Part which the People tae .- 
entruſted to look after and manage: their Imere(Wv2 2 "Ip 
for ſhould che People deſert;rhcir __ 
they would be Fels de ſe, and one day run a 
loſing that part of their Conſticutton. 
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| - And if it be the Duty and Intereſt 6f the People, 
not. to: deſpiſe, 'or -run down. indifferent, - or bad 
Parliaments for. the reaſons 'mentiond, what Ap- 
plauſes, what Expreſſions of AﬀeCtion and Grati- 
rude are' due to Good Ones 2 And indeed if any of 
our Parliaments ever rightly underſtood, and zea- 
louſly purſu'd che true Intereſt of "their Country, 
choſe char have een Call'd, and Sate fince the hap- 
py Revolution, muſt be allow'd with the greateſt 
Juſtice eo have merired that CharaCter: If co have 
{tedtaſtly adherd tothe Intereſt of Exrope againſt a 
Common Enemy : - If to have chearfully ſupply 
His Majeſty with the Sinews of War, to enable him 
co carry it on with Vigour ; and by ſuch 'Ways 

| and Means. as were leaſt Burdenſom and uneaſy to 
che People ; 1f to have diſcernd and prevented the 
greateſt Dangers that could. threaten a-Nation;; To 
have conquer'd Difficulties of State of the higheſt 
Nature, and to have perſeverd ſormany years, thro 
an obſtinate Zeal for the good of their Country ; "to 
_ Support His Majeſty till his Arms-hed procur'd an 
Honourable Peace, and thereby Eſtabliſh'd © our 
Government, our Religion and our Property:- Tf 
This be to have defery'd well of the Engliſh Nati- 
on, the Parliaments wthave been ſpeaking of, have 
at leaſt equald che Glory of their greateſt An- 
4 .ceſtors, ; 
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', Their Love.to thin ava) and Gapaciry | 
Publick Buſineſs, have pear di a'very Emir 
manger : | T's eaſy -and+ pleaſane-to' \Sail” 1 | 
Weather before-the Wind ;/ "But $0! Biever] ett | 
ſteddy-'in a: Storm, to beat it) ppainfi' the” 
'midfi Rocks. und Shelves on 1 hand” 
make the Port: at laſt in Safery, ' this miſt be ]- 
low'd to be a Maſter's work. Theſe - 
therefore, and particularly thoſe among them who 
had the chief Direction of Afairs » having like 
Wiſe and Careful Patriots, done ſo much in their 
hard Station toward bringing Matters to this ſuc- 
ceful iſſue, muſt deſerve all the gratefal Returns 
that can be from cheir Country, . ! 

"Their Honour is the more particular, inaſmuch. 
as Men of great Capacity for Buſineſs of State, are - 
ſo very rare :. For it may be'truly ſaid, thata T hon-" 
ſand Men are Porn in this Kingdom fic for Arms, 
co one, that has ſolidity of Judgment, quickneſs 6 ; 
ARS ence of Thought, and clearnefs. 


What has been ſaid of the ſeveral PicKhinod. 
aſſembled ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion tothe Throne- _ ? 
is more eminently true of the laſt ; which purſu'd # 
the Deſigns of the former with the greateſt Skill, as: * 
well as the warmeſt Zeal. This Auguſt Aﬀemn-- 4Y 
bly! had che hardeſt Tasks imaginable upon theis: - Le 


ds. 


-. C8) 

. hands, and to give an impartial and ſuccint Rela- 
tion. of-their principal -Proceedings, of 'the Wilc 
Meaſures they. took to remove the Evils we felt, 
and. to ;prevent greater which we feard; 'and -to 
find ſufficient Supplys for the carrying on'the War, 
till at laſt chey had the ſatisfaCtion to ſee it ifſue'in 
_ an Honourable Peace, is the defign of the follow- 

ang Papers. 2) ft oh | OO: 


IS 


Hen this Parliament firſt came togerher, 

they found themſelves engag'd in variety 
of Buſineſs of great Nicety, and moſt importanc 
Conſequence. 

To maintain our new Settlement after the late A 
happy Revolution, we had a War upon our hands _ 
with a mighty Prince ; who by his Naval Strength, | 
as well as by the Number and Diſcipline of his 
Land Forces, by the Wiſdom of his Counſels, and 
his conſtant Succefles, was grown the Terror of all 
Europe. This Potent Monarch proteCted the Per- 
ſon, and eſpous'd the Quarrel of the late Abdicated 
King; ; and looking on his Honour and Intereſt alike 

_ concern'd, us'd his uemoſt Efforts by Arms to re- 
enthrone him. And notwithſtanding Eng/and had 
| hitherto with great Reſolution and Alacrity born . 
the weight of this heavy War to preſerve all thoſe 
Advantages ; that is, whatever is dear to an wo 
Freeman and a Proteſtant, which were procur 
' their late Deliverance, yet ſome of the Fviſeſt al 
cleareſt-{ighted among thoſe who were hearty , 
Friends of the Government, grew diffidenc of che 
Event, They Loro"M ve ice d our Ability- ro ſapp 
our ſelves under ſo Burdenfom and Expenſivea \ 5. 3 
while the —_ of our — were inſolencly _ = 2 
Lore, 
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ſure of over-turning it. 'Tis true indeed, we had 
at the head of the Government One, from whom 
we might expeCt all Things that with Reiſon could | 
be hoped for, from the Courage and Conduft of a 
Wiſe Prince, and an Accompluh d General ;. One, 
wh6&'to Protect a Nation which with ſo much Glo- 
ry he had before delivered, freely and frequently ex- 
pos d his Life, as if it had been the Life of a Com- 
mon Man, to all the Dangers of the Sea, and all the 
. Hazards of Battle by Land ; and who the year be- 
fore by his ReduCtion of the important Forcreſs of 
Namur, in the fight of almoſt all the Power of 
France, had ſtruck a Damp upon our Enemys abroad, 
and rebuk'd the-Confidence of the Malecontents at 
home. But notwithſtanding the Nation might with 
the fulleſt Aſſurance rely upon His Majeſty for every 
Thing that could be ask'd, ' or expefted from the 
greatelt Prince, and mo(t watchful Father of his 
Country ; yet the People could not be without their 
Fears, leſt he ſhould one day Fall by the hands of 
Saul, and the Kingdom be cruſhd by the diſpro- 
portion d Power of our Enemys. They doubted 
whether the Nation, tho ever ſo willing, would be 
able ro grant to His Majeſty the neceſſary Supplys, 

- for carrying on fo neceſſary a War. 
' But beſides what we had to apprehend from ſo 
formidable a Foe abroad, we had a great deal to 
fear from-our treacherous Enemys at home. For je 
the 
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We 
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the Body of the Nacion was infinitely pleasd with 2 
the late Revolution, and thankfully acknowledg'd 
the unvaluable Benefits that attended it, yet a coni- 
{iderable number were impatient of their Delive- 
rance, and rayd at the reſtitution of our Libertys 
and Religion, Our Warlike David found his moſt 
| dangerous Enemys wereat home, if not of his own 
Houſhold. The whole Body of the Papiſts were 
his Enemys, and the Reaſons of their Enmity are 
too obvious to mention. Beſides theſe,” a great 
number of moderate Proteſtants, and ſuch as were 
the Creatures and Dependants of the late Govern- 
ment, and had embark'd in, or wiſhd well to che 
glorious deſign of enſlaving and ruining their Na- 
tive Country, -Men of Arbitrary and Tyrannical 
Principles, fixt and fetled. in their hatred to the 
Conſtitution of our Government, and the Libertys 
of che Eng/iſh Nation, theſe, and many others that 
did not find their Account and particular Intereſt in 
the preſent Settlement, became its Enemys 3 and/by 
open or clandeſtine ways, endeavourd to ſtreighren 
or ſubvert it. Theſe Men were very Zealous to de- 
liver -us from our Laws and Libertys, and to re- 
ſtore us to the Privileges of our Eg qptran. Burdens 
The ungrateful Murmurers ſpoke of Stoning the 
Mefes that reſcu'd them; and unable to bear their 
happy Deliverance, with. Threats and Violence de: 
. manded their heayy Tasks; and their old ( | | 
B 2 


(12) 
Theſe Men, according to their different Poſts and 
Tempers, in different ways, afliſted che Foreign 
Enemy. © Se og 
All Arts and Methods tho' ever fo baſe and un- 
worthy, which Wit quickend with malice could 
invent, were employd to weaken the Repuration 
of the Government. Sometimes they flew openly 
upon it with bitter InveCtives, ſometimes they ſe- 
cretly ſtab'd it with malicious Suggeſtions and ſly 
- Infinuations. They traduc'd all that were im Pub- 
lick Employ, and exposd them to Contempt ; 
they worried their Names with baſe and ground- 
leſs Calumnys, attributing many of our Misforcunes 
not to be foreſeen, and dnkire not to be prevent- 
ed, to the Freachery or Negligence of our moſt 
faichful and vigilant-Miniſters. And 'tis no won- 
der theſe fierce Creatures faſten'd fo greedily on the 
CharaCters of our. greateſt Miniſters, when His 
Majeſty himſelf, who had merited as muchas any 
Prince ever did 'of his People, could not eſcape their 
diſloyal RefleCtions. 4 | 
They were very fond of propagating any ill 
Tydings, or falſe Reports, that might any way | 
lefſen the Credit of our Adminiſtration, increaſe 
the Fears of the People, and cool their Aﬀection to 
the Government; what unnatural and ſalvage Foy 
did they expreſs when they heard of any Leofles that 
befel! the Nation, which they cruelly aggravated, - 
| ' and | 


EOS 

acid with no lefs Zeal they diminzſhed 'and '(lig] | 
the Advantages we at any time obtain'd - They 
could by no means diſſemble the ſecret Pleaſures 
they. felr, when they had any on TR ein? 
cheir. Country ſpeedily undone. TSUL3E. © 20) 
England, as before mention'd, er 'Sh 3 
a War with Fraxce for the Preſervation e hace K 
happy. Sertlement, greac S s wete abfolotely © 
a——_ cocnable Hs Ts ainthe Roree 
of elmgtonn, which by cheir own Wiſe Admit 
niſtration, and the Supineneſs of Englend".in thie 
late inglorious Reigns, was grown fo Potent, that 
now it requird a longer Sword "to 'Refiſt, thin 
heretofore to Conquer: it. And for 'this in, 
wichout the leaſt Flattery, His' Majeſty has" 
quird more Honour by Controuling e Power of 
France, than any of his great ca ProdezeiBies! did by 
ſubduing it. The Parliaments therefore reſolving 


| ro carry on the War with Vigour, were" oblig'dto- 

lay great Taxes on the People, tho not greater than 

che neceſſity of Afairs requird; and the War con-- 
| tinuing ſo long, they could not beinſenſible of che 
T Burden. Of this the Malecontents took the: Ad- 
vantage, and repreſented in all Companys, that the 
Government muſt of neceſſity firik” under its own - 
/ Weight, and that our heavy Taxes, by. reducing us 1 
ro extream Poverty, would inevitably prove our _ _} 


Deſtruction. They never  ccasd [ declining: on 
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this popular Subje&, and galling the People in this. 
tender Part; hoping to make them weary. of a 
Government which was repreſented ſo Burden- 
ſome ; and at laſt, perſwade them rather. to. let in 
the Deluge, than to be at the Expence of main- 
taining their Banks. AY 
Befides theſe Adherents to the late King's Inte- 
reſt, there were others, who tho' great Afſlerters 
of the late Revolution, and averſe enough to a ſe- 
cond ; yet, from I know not what> private dif- 
guſts, perſonal:Quarrels and Diſappointments, grew 
ſowr and uneaſy ; and to expreſs their Reſentments 
in all Converſation, endeavour'd to bring our. Ad- 
miniſtration into Contempt ; they were for break- 
ing the Confederacy, and againſt raiſing ſuch large 
Sums of Mony for carrying on the War ; they were 
for diſtreſſing and ſtreightning the Government, 
but not for overturning it. They. were willing it 
ſhould contiuue ; but they were for Clogping its 
Wheels, that it might move heavily ; in ſhort, 
they were againſt all things that the known Enemys 
- of the Government were againſt; and for all things 
which they were for, unleſs the overthrowing of 
the preſent Settlement, and the Reſtoration of che 
clate King ; That 1s, they were for all the means 
that would certainly bting about the End, but not 
for the End it ſelf. However, under this plauſible 
pretence of declarinS#yMaſt great Taxes, and 29 
other 
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ocher popular Oppoſitions, chey thoughrto recon 
mend act Kok to their Country,, as great Patri-: 
ots ; tho' at the ſame time, the greateſt Enemys of. 
the Government had 1a this reſpect,. as good a Ti-- 
tle to the favour of the People; whom they would, 
gladly-have deliver'd from their: Taxes, and there- 
by have easd chem of che means of their Preſcr- 
yation. 2 En ol 0 Wipe 
The Proceedings of theſe Men were of all ochers 
the moſt abſurd and unaccountable z; and the op-. 
poſition they made; ſeem'd to be the effect of ſome 
ſtrange Infacuation. The beſt Apology that can 
be made for 'em is, that they were guided by a falſe 
Notion of Popularity ; and ſuppos'd that the Cha-; 


. 
: ". 


raCter of a Patriot was without diſtinEion .of 
Times or Perſons, to be ever. againſt. che Cour, 
and 1n all Caſes whatſoever. Notwithſtanding theſe 
Men could not bur be ſenſible, that the Preſerva- 
tion of their Religion, Laws and Libertys, was : 
inſeparably interwoven with that of the Govern- 4 
ment ; that che Face of Afﬀairs was fo far alter'd. 3 
by the late happy Revolution, chat che Intereſt of 
their Country was plainly che ſame with that. of 
che Court ; which appear'd, as well by the oppo- & 
ſition that was made co it, by all choſe whom theſe 
Men themſelves ever look'd upon as the greateſt Pro-. = 
moters of Popery and Arbicrary Power ; as by the *g* 4 
Principles of Liberty by which the Governmene. 2 
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was brouphr abor t and on which ic muſt always - 
ſtatid ; and notwithſtanding this was a Govern- 


ment. of cheir own feeking. and than which they 


could never expect any other more fayourable co. 
them, either in cheir Civit or Religious Intereſts; 


notwithſtanding all'this, fuch a farisfaction ic was 
ro thwart a Court, fuch a pleaſure to exprels a pri- 


 vate Reſentment, and by the ſame a& to be thought 
Popular, that theſe Men to che admiration of all,- 


and with rhe ſecret Derifton of their new Friends 
endeavourd what they could to make the Govern- 
ment uneaſy, TOES 

Moreover, at. this rime anocher Difficulty lay 


heavy upon the Nation : Our Current Coin had ' 


many years before began to be Clipd, a miſchief 


which of late had been ſecretly carry'd on, and pro- 
moted by the Enemys of che Government, and che: 


dangerous Confequences of it not being heeded or 


- wilfully neglected, and therefore no remedy beigg 


appty'd, our Mony wgs now become. fo far dimi- 
-niſ}'d and debas'd, that the Nation ſuffer d unſpeak- 
ably by ic, both in carrying on the War, as well 


- as our Commerce. The cure of this Evil could no' 


longer be delayd, without apparent and inevitable 
Ruin. The Adherents to the lare King, and the 
diſaffected to This, obſerv'd it with unconceivable 


| Toy. | They were very confident .the Government 
anuſt unavoidably ſplit on this Rock, and —_ chis) - 
|  » Ungle: 2 
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miſchief was enough to fink it. ' And/tho. | 


fi 
, riends of che Government and their Country 
{1 call them oy wg he HU of both w 
now. fo inſeparably united, that 'ris impoſſible to! 

. one Without being the other ): were fully convincd 
char-chis Grievance ought to be redreſs ; b 5's how 


coeffect it in ſuch a Conjuncture, without 
the N inco the urmoſt Confuſion, wa 


ro puzzle Men of the deepeſt Reach, and 7 


Capacity. 
Our d.afrer the gloriousSucceſs of His 
Majeſty's Armsthe laſt Campaignin Flanders, grew 
very diffidens of che Iſſue of the War. After this Blow 
| which wounded them in ſo ſenſible and tender a 
part, they expreſsd by their Behaviour and Lan- 
guage, how much their hopes of {ubdui = 
Force were abated ;- they could not but fore ; 
if His Majeſty could appear -in the Field oc 
Summer in _ ſame Circumſtances as he did che 
laſt, gay very hard, if not i mfp MHhDIe:- 
them to o his Arms; To preyent they 
had two thugs to wiſh and promote; es to 
Embroil our Afairs by creating Mutinys at home, - 
the other co vin cur Credig, and- thereby diſablc 
us from carrying on the Warabroad, The firſt they 


hoped would be cffected by che ill Stare of our _ + 


Conn ; for to negle@ that Diſeaſe, or to'aitempt 2 
is Cure, RIAL manly alike produce ſuch in» + 


(.248)) 

.teſtine Diſorders as would prove our Deſtruction -: 
And as to our Credit they judgd, that if by any 
means T hat of the Bank of Exg/axd could be de- 
{ſtroyd, which was then the great Support: of the 
Nation, and. was by Expertence fuund.tobefo che 
following Summer, when it contributed ſo. much 
co the Support of our Army, at a time when the 
Bank ir felf Iabour'd under the greaceft Screrghts, 
ir would be inapoſlible. for us to maincain our Army | 
abroad ; and for this reaſon they engag'd their 

Fricads in Erg/and to employ themictves wich che 
utmoſt Diligence, to aggravate the Inconveniencys 
of not recoinng our Mony if that ſhould be nep- 
leCted, or to Emberrab and: Eritangle as much: as 
they. were able, the methods of recoinmg it, m 
Cale that ſhould be agreed on, and thereby. rake it 
grievous and-infuppastable 5 and im caſe any Miracle 
ſhould. happen, that. this great Buſineſs ſhould be 
accompliſh d wichour the Confuſwn ther: was ex- 


pected to follow, they. were inftrutted co-leave no 


Stone unturnd, whereby they mighthopeco defitroy 
the Publick Credit, and particularly that Branch of 
it that remaind moſt entire, the: Bank of England. 
- If either of theſe Deſigns, ' and much: more if both 


ſucceeded, they were well ſatisfy'd it would be-im- -. 


poſſible for the King to appear in Flanders the next 
Spring in that Formidable manner he did: the' year 
before.. In this poſture: our Affairs ftood, _— Þ 
| FEI Ns "7 cieed þ 


| | (19) Eb -q 
deed this BofineG of the Com was ſuch a 20/68 plica> b 
ted, and almoſt inextricable a miſchief, char'not- 
wichſtanding this Parliament, as will appcar in the 
ſequel of this Hiſtory, a appeard a moſt Wiſe Aſſem- 

bly, and did Wonders for the Preſervation-of the 
Government,/ and their Country; yet it indy: 'be 

perhaps allow'd, that ſome unfitting'and » ; 
Steps were made, -when they firſt enter'd-upon f6 : 
delicate and i —_ an ARES and _ wt rage " 
velty-as well as the Nicety of it was ſuch, it __ 
os hate Tikes they made no more, if indeed uy NM 
made any. It is nor certain, that if 'accordi 
ſome Reſolutions, the Stlver Mony had 
in at:once, end then- paid out as as recon 
cording to the-reſpeCtrve Appropriation, we ſhowy 
not haverun into the greateſt Confuſions ;: for "tis 
not eaſy to tell how the ſmaller Neceſſities of Life ;- 22288 
and Commerce among the People could have been © - © 
maintaind, had:the Mony beer call'& in. allar onee; " EY 
or how_the New Mony ſhould have freely Circa: 2 
lated, had it been all paid out as appropriated ; *for 
it ſeems that the monied Uſuters, hs che Gold- 

fmichs, muſt of neceſlity have receiv'd the fat great-. 
eſt part, who werenor Itkely to ro it wit 

out great Adyantage : And if chefe had been: the — 
Cno—_ fis ve the Narion conſe by nd... 4 
ve ar iced wo ome Menapprehendgd, = | 
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this Confuſion would have follow'd,; fo they. were 
afraid, that if che Second Bank that was intended 
to be ſet up, had been Eſtabliſh'd, it would have 
prov'd ſo great a diminution of the Credir of the 
former,. that ic had been impoſſible co have ſup- 
ported our Army in Flanders; and if that had been 
the Conſequence, we mult have been contented 


V.: *: 


with what Terms of Peace our Enemys would have 


been pleas'd to give us. 2 

Whether theſe Reſolutions would have produc'd 
_ theſe Effects which many apprehended, is not cer- 
tain, they being never pur into Execution ; but this 
is certain, that if theſe Meaſures were wrong, the 
Parliament ſoon after recover d themſelves, to their 


great Honour ; for even then when they found them- - 


ſelves perplex'd, and almoſt oppreſt with their hard 
Afﬀairs, yet ſuch was their Zeal for the Seryice of 
their Country,. ſuch their Courage and Reſolution, 
chat they broke thro' all cheir amazing Difficultys, 
and made the way to a profprous. Concluſion, 
Beſides, at this time tho' tis plain. by the Event, 
that the Nation had Treaſure enough to ſupport the 
War, yet the ways of coming at it were grown very 
difficult. The former Parliaments choſe rather to 
Eſtabliſh Funds for Publick Supplys, than to-uſe 
any Methods of raiſing them within the year ; divers 
Branches of the King's Revenue were by His Ma- 
xſtys own conſent, ſubjected to great Anticipations, 
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and the moſt eaſy and obvious Funds: were: dleedy 
ſerled, and ſufficiently loaded ; ſothat by the-oantle - | 
nuance of che. War, it became much (on foc this, 
chan for the. preceding Parliaments, 0 find our Ways 
to defray the Charge of ir. | 
This was the: poſture of Adkics when this memo- 
rable Parliament Feſt ſate down. "Theſe were the 
complicated Diſeaſes under which the Nation la- 
bourd, when theſe Phyſitians of State met. 


co. Conſulc about proper Remedys. Now tojudge » 
th aph—oooroay ts perplex'd Caſes, and'to extri» 


cate a Kingdom from ſuch various and preſling Ditf- 
cultys, is a. Task Wworey of Wiſe and Great Men ; 
and when 'tis duly conſider d what Condition this 
Parliament found the Nation in, what hard work 
lay befare them,and how they fi urmountedthe fright- 
ful difficuleys they had to contend with, . 
they defeated the hopes and- expeRtations of their 
Enemys, and ſetled the Nation 1n- Peace and Tran- 
uility, it can't bur faiſe in us a mighty .eſteem.of 
97% Love to their Country, as. well as their Cour 
rage and great Capacity. 
His Majeſty having finiſh'd the: Campaign in- | 
Flanders Ninety Five, no leſs to. his own Honous 
than the general SatisfaGtion of Itis People,. arrivd. 
in Eng/and the Fourteenth of November, where hewas 
receivd-with as loud Applauſes, and as great demon- 
ſtration of publick Joy and AﬀeCtion, as have been 
EX+ 


(22.) 
expreſs d on any occaſion. He met the Parliament 
on the ewo and ewentieth day of November follow- 
ing ; and at the opening of the Seſſions, both Houſes 
with great Zealand Unenimity, in a very Loyal Ad- 
dreſs to His Majeſty, Congratulated the Succeſs of 
his Arms in Flanders, and his ſafe Return to his Peo- 
ple : in which chey ltkewife afſurd him of their 
ſtedfaſt Reſolution to ſupport His Majeſty and his 
Government, #gainft -all his Enemys' at home and 
abroad; and effetually ero'Aﬀiſt Him in the Profe- 
cution of the preſent War. - —_ - WL, 2 
The great Thing this Parliament had to do, and 
which they undertook with great AJacrity, was to 
find out Ways to diſcharge” the Expence of the 
Wear, and to carry it on with Vigour; tilthey could 
bring ie to 2 ſafe and honourable Conelyfion ; this - 
they were zefolv d'to do with the utnioſt' Care and. 
Applieation. - But at the {ame' time, ro ſhew-their 
" Zeal for the Faſe of the People who choſe them, 
and the Security of rheir- Lives and Fftares, before 
they ſo much as enterd-upon any Publick Buſineſs, 
a Bill was brought into the Houſe, and read the firſt 
time, for regulating Trials in Cafes of Treaſon and 


_ Miſpriſion of Treafon; where many Things which | 


' the People complain'd of as grievous, were remov'd 
or mitigated. Fhis' Bill in a ſhort timepaſt both 
Houſes, and was one of the firſt that receiv d the 
Royal Aﬀent chis Seſhon: By which gractous Con- 

deſcenſion 


(22) 
deſcenſion His Majeſty was pleayd.to ket his People 
fee, that he was-as ready to contribute every ich 
in his Power, for the Eaſe andSafcsy « of his Su Djects 
as they yere every ching in cheirs, forthe,Surk 
His Majeſty and. a ,OVcINment..; Abour 
Five: ot >the Faw of C pag hen V/ Of 
u r carrying on the ded 
Ed loa, ic accordin Bath Pram abba, 
the Navy, Army RAT ts Allies. They ,codeavons: 
all chat was pallible to raiſe the Supp ys ;they had 
Voted, by - Ways and Means as ntight keep the. 
People from bein ing ulous and: unealie.. And. 
notwihſtanding t s of Eng/and had all along 
borg ſo great. a ſhare of the Publick Charge, and 
that now there might be a greater Pam i: 
former Parliaments, to: 
Houſe reſplw'd nor to, > fre Thenleive 
Land Four Shillings Pound. :Th hey Dees. 
rented to ſhare the Expence of the Wat: hoſe: 
rather to burden Car a than theio Tenants, achv- 
ing in-this, like Wiſe Generoſte ia. tO encourage 
their Troops. , and cogage Aﬀettion 4 pus 
chem upon no othes Hard(hips than what 7. va 
ſelves are moſt forward to un 


20. 
About this time the Parliament cer ke 

great Aﬀair # the Coin ; and whether. ie was-ne+- 

ceſlar I. or Expedient to recoin the Silver Mony, was 


the 


_s Queſtion. The Arguments were indeed 
—_— 


” ( 24 ) 

weighty on either ſide. TheReaſons againſt calling 
:in and recoining our Mony were, That chiswas no 
- fit Conjuncture for it. That the Nation was en- 
gagd ina burdenſome and doubtful War,by which 
che Kingdom had already greatly ſuffer'd, and of 
which it grew every day more ſenfible. That chere- 
fore the People on whoſe good AﬀeCtion the Go- 
vernment ſo much depended, | ſhould not be pro- 
vok'd by freſh ſuperadded Grievances, greater than 
any they - had yet felt, as thoſe would certainly be, 
| char muſt ariſe from calling in our Coin. That if 
this was done, however things might be manag'd 
and accommodated at home, it was impoſſible to 
maintain either our Foreign Commerce, or our Fo- 
reign War.; for neither the Merchant could be paid 
his Bills of Exchange, nor the Soldier receive his 
Subſiſtence. That this therefore was to lay the Axe 
to the Root, and to dig up the Foundations of the 
Government, That if this deſign was proſecuted, 
Trade muſt ſtand Rtill for want of mutual Pay- 
ments, whence ſuch great Diſorders and Confuſion 
would certainly follow, as would difcourage and dif- 
hearten the People in the higheſt meaſure, if not 
driye them to a perfe&t Deſpair. That therefore 
the recoining our Mony at this time, was by no 
means to be attempted without hazarding all. 

' *T'was alledg'd by thoſe of the contrary Opinion, 
that the Miſchief would be fatal, if a preſent _ 
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medy was not fougd out and apply'd. That by red- 
ſon of che ill State of our Coin, the Change abroad 


was infinitely to our prejudice. That the Supplys: 


chat were raisd to maintain our Army would ne- 
ver attain their End, being ſo much diminifh'd and 
devour'd by the unequal Change and exorbitant Pre- 


miums before they reach'd the Camp. That this was. 


che unhappy Cauſe that our Guineas were mounted 
co Thirty Shillings, that therefore to our great lols, 
all Europe ſent thac Commodity to this profirable 
Marker ; and -would continue to do ſo, till we 
ſhould be impoveriſhd and undone by our Plenty 
of Gold. That we muſt Exchange for their Gold, 
our Goods or our Silver, till at laſt we ſhould have 
only Guineas to Trade withall;; which no Body 
could think our Neighbours would be fo kind to 
receive back at che Value they were at here, © That 
therefore this Diſeaſe would every day take deeper 
Root, infect the very Vitals of the Nation; and if 
not remedy'd, would ſoon. become deplorable; Thar 
- our Enemys would ſooner be induc'd to agree to 
honorable Terms of Peace, in caſe they ſaw usable to 


ſurmount this difficulty by the retrieving the ill State 


of our Coin, on which their hopes ofgour ſpeedy 
Ruin ſo much depended. That it would juſtly cre- 


ate a mighty Eſteem abroad of the Greatneſs 'and 


Wiſdom of che Parliament of England, which was 


able co Conquer ſuch an obſtinate and almoſt infu- 
n b | perable 
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('26') I 
perable Evil in fuch a Junure of Aﬀairs. Thatour | 
Enemys muſt be mighcily intimidated by ſo great an 
Action ; and that it would be Natural for them to 
conclude, that nothing would. be impoſkble for a 
People, who were able to diſengage themſctves 
from ſuch an intricate Miſchief, and get above Diff- 
culcys that were look'd on as invincble.. 


This Matter being fully debated, afcer all cheir 


Deliberations, the Parliament refolv'd co call in and 
recoin cur Mony, looking on it as an Eſſential and 
Capital Point that requird, as certainly u did, their 
immediate Application, and utmoſt Care. They re- 
folv'd todo it atany Rate ; and to uſe all imagina- 
ble Endeavours to make it as eaſy to. the People as 
it was poſlible for ſuch a Remedy to be. They 
choſe rather to run the hazard of ſome great Incon- 
veniencys, by attempting the Cure, than by their 
longer neglect of &, to expole the Kingdom to. ap- 

parent Ruin. | 
Ehis Step being made, the next was to conſider 
whether the. ſevera} Denominations of our New 
Mony ſhould have the fame Weight and Finencfs as 
the Old, or whether the Eftabliſhd Standard ſhould _ 
be raisd ; and this Queſtion produc'd many Debates. 
T hoſe who were tor raifing the Standard argud 
thus : That the Standard of our Coin'd Silver oughc 
to bear Proportion to Silver in Bullion. That che 
Price of an Qunce of Silver Bullion was advanc'd 
ro 


ICS. 
co Six Shillings and Three Pence ; and therefore 
the Standard ought-to be rais'd to an Equality. Thac 
the raiſing our Standard would prevent the Expor- 
ration of our Coin, which had been much prettisd 
co the great Prejudice of this Kingdom ; that ic 
would prevent its being melred down; and Men 
would be much encouragd to bring in their Plate 
and Bullion to the Minr. Sg RI Fo. 
Thoſe who were for preſerving the-Old Stand- 
ard m oor Com, urgd that the Worth of Mony was 
Relative, and to be rated by the meaſure of ſuch 
Goods, Labour, and Advice, Skill or ocher Aſhſt- 
ances, as could be purchasd from anocher by our 
parting with it. Thar the Value of Mony among . 
People that liv'd under different Municipal Laws 
was intrinſick, and conſiſted in its Weight and Fine- 
nefs. That common Conſent had given it this Value 


for the common Conveniency of ſupplying one ano- - © 


thers Wants. That the Weight and Finenelſs was - 
the only Worth chat other Nations regarded in our 
Coin, or we 1n theirs. All Mony being between 
| Subjefts of different Goveraments, of no greater 

Value, excepting the Workmanſhip, than ſo many 
| Pieces of uncoind Bullion. That therefore ſhould - 
our Standard be alcer'd, we ſhould ſti]! be upon che - 
ſame Foot with our Neybbojus ; for if we were 


to pay them for their Goods, or exchange our Mony 
with theirs, whatever Denomination we gave our - 
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Mopy, they would in their Change ever reduce it 
ro an Equality with theirs, and proportion the 
Quantity and Goodneſs of their Commoditys to the 
Weight and Fineneſs of the Mony they wge to re- 
ceive for them. That therefore in reſpect of our 
Foreign Commerce, there was no reaſon to alcer 
our Standard, And at home they ſaid, that if che 
Standard was raisd, great Confulions would attend 
it, the Landlord would be defrauded of a great parc 
of his Rents, and the Creditor of his Debts. That 
the Seaman and the Soldier would be wrong in 
their Pay, &c. and many the like Injurys and Incon- 
veniencys would happen : That it was no Anſwer 
to ſay, they might buy as much Goods and Conve- 
niencys of Life with this Coin raisd above its Stand- 
ard, as they could before ; becauſe by degrees, the 
Seller would infallibly raiſe the Price of his Goods 
in proportion to the new raisd Standard ; and that 
of this there was an inſtance before them, all Com- 
moditys being greatly raisd in their Price, while _ 
Guineas were paid for Thirty Shillings, That where- 
as it was alledg'd that the Price of Bullion was riſen 
co Six Shillings and Three Pence, and therefore the 
Standard of our Silver Coin ought to be rais'd like- 
wiſe: It was reply'd, that it was a thing impoſſible 
that the Price of Silver could ever fiſe and fall in re- | 
ſpect of it ſelf; That it wasan unchangeable Truth, 
than which no Mathematical Demonſtration could | 
| be . 


be clearer, that one Ow # Silver would hae " 
worth another Ounce of che ſawe Finenefs, andino © 
more, allowing ſome inconſiderable. diſparity upon 
che account of the Coin, if one Ounce be in Mony, 
and the. other Ounce in Bullion. That” Was true: 1n- 
deed, that the People commonly ;gave Six Shillings 
and Three Pence for an Ounce of Bullion; Ou 
they gave only Clipt Pieces, that had no more than 
| the Name or Sound of Shillings and, Pence, but 
were by no means the Things themſelves. Thar is, | 
they were not the Standard Shillings of due Weight 
and Fineneſs, and ſo were no-more Shilliogs i in the 
juſt ſenſe.of the word, than an Ell is: an Ell when 
che third part of it is cut off, or two halfs of a bro- 
ken Yard are each of them a whole one. That the 
Caſe was ſo plain, that when they demanded of 
thoſe that. affira1'd an Ounce of Bullion, was worth 
ſix ſhillings and three pence, whether they meant fix _ 
Mill'd Shillings and three pence, they knew not what 
co reply ; for this alceration of the Value of Bullion 
was merely 1n relation tothe diminiſh'd Mony. And 
ro make it yet more evident, they urg'd that it was | 
then matter of Fact, that with Five Shillings 
two pence of new Mill'd Mony, they could —g as 
muchBullion as.they pleas d, while thoſe who 

ic with Clipt Pieces paid ſix ſhillings and three pence. 
That whereas it was urg d that che raifing the Stand- 


ard would prevent | the Exportation of our. Mony, - 
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it was replyd, that there was no other way poſſible + 
to keep our Mony at home than by out-trading our 
Neighbours ; that is, by ſending them more Com: | 
 moditys, or of greater Value, than thoſe we receiv'd 
from them ; for if ſo be upon the Ballance of Trade 
we were found 4n their Debt, there was no way 
left but co pay it 1n Com or Bullton 3 andthart there- 
fore whatever Denomination we gave our Coin, we 
muſt be neceſſitated ro ſend it abroad, if the Com- 
moditys we Exported could not pay our Debts. That 
all the other Arguments for raifing the Standard = 
would fink to che ground, in caſe theſe Two on 
which the reſt were builr, had no reaſonable Foun- 
dation. After the Debates on this Subject, the 
Houſe came to a Reſolution, to recoin the Mony 
_ according to the Old Standard, both as to Weight 
and Fineneſs. And to make it more eaſy to the Pev- 
ple, they Voted a Recompence for the Deficiency 
of the Clipt Mony. 

When the Parliament undertook this ſowr and 
knotty piece of work, they were not. infſenſible' of 
the inconveniencys that would ariſe from ir; the 
Principal of which, and che Spring of moſt of rhe 
reſt, would be a Ceffation of Payments, and rhere- 
<2pon an interruption of Commerce for want of the 
Circulation of our Mony during its recoining. This 
Trading Nation could not live, unleſs rhis V tal 
Current was conſtantly maintaind ; and our Gold 
- alone 
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alone was not ſufficient " ar pole. To obvi- 
_ this Evil ar muſt have been facal had'ic ne 
"ow was enough to of the Skill, and 
'T'was icy Ezg/and could not h ublilt unleſs lome 
© Expedicnt was found out to ſupport its Trade 
che New Mony return'd from che Mine ; wodto bic 
of ſuch an Expedient, was. indeed a very diff ule. 
Task. They cherefore agreed to call inthe Mony by. = 
degrees ; IO, while _ Dog OT. Yer : 
were ſuppreſsd, others urrent, © 
thac before elif Old Mony ſhould come in robe 
recoin'd, ſo much of the Now ulate from. __ 7 
the Min, as mighr ſufficiently anſwer the Neceſluys. © 
of che Nation. Bur this expeCtation was partly de- 
feared by the backwardnefs of the People to receive 4 
any Old! Mony, tho allow at preſent to paſs, ap- 2 
prehended art Loſt aſt ic ſhould be lefr upon their hands .. 
at a great Loſs, partly from che ſlowneſs of zecoin-. _ ? 
ing 10 reſpect of the Peoples Wants, tho otherwiſe IL. 
difpacche. with all the Expedition 1 ] "LO 
great an Affair, and partly by reaſon of the- unequal. 
intrinſick Value berween the New Mill'd Mony and' © 
thoſe Pieces -or Denominations of the Old which, | 
were allow'd tobe Current, and in which Payments: Wt: 
were uſually made ; for whileche Hammerd Mony,. . _ 3 
and Pieces not Clipt within the Ring, were per- - -- 3 
mitted to paſs for the preſent neceſſity of- Trades : ad 
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body was willing to make Payments | 
 Mony, which ſo much exceeded the Old in its in- 
rrinſfick Worth, And therefore the New Silver 
Mony as faſt as. it iſſued from the Mints and the 
Exchequer, was in a great meaſure ſtopt in the hands 
of the firſt Receivers; for none were diſpos'd to 
make Payments in the New Silver Coin at the Old 
Standard, when they could do it in Clipt Pieces ſo 
much below ic. And thoſe who had no Payments to 
make, kept their New Mony as Medals and Raritys 
1a their Cheſts; and there is too much reaſon to be- 
eve, thar ar firſt a great deal of the New Mony by 
help of the Melting Por, went abroad in Ingots 
to purchaſe Gold, which ar that 'JunEture was a 
very profitable Commodity in England. 

And tho' the Parliament lowerd the Value of 
Guineas, as ſhall be afterwards mention'd, hoping 
by that means to bring out the New Mony into 
Circulation, yee-by the Artifice and Managery of 
ſome Men, the People were made to, believe thar 
che Value of Guineas would be rais'd at the next 
Seſhon, upon which abundance of Men that had 
great Sums of Guineas in their Cheſts, kept them 
cloſe there, in expeCation of their being raisd in 
Value when che Parliament ſhould come next to- - 
gether. By this means tho' the Circulation of the 
New Mony was a little promoted, yet that of Gui- 
ricas, by which we then chiefly ſubliſted, was ol ; 

| ob- 4 
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obſtructed this Golden Coin, which was before i 


Fi 


dibly frequent vaniſh'd on-a ſuddain z andthe New 
Silver Mony too, the Value of which the People were 


likewiſe perſwaded to believe, would be advancd the. 


next Seſſion, was for chat reaſon in a great meaſure 
hoarded up, to the great damage of our Commerce ; for 
by this means the Nation was reducd to very great 
Straits, eſpecially in their Payments of Foreign Bills 
The Parliament abour this time took into Conſide- 
ration the lowering the Value of Guineas, to which 
the People had raisd them. The Reaſons againſt ſink- 
ing their Value were, That the People were caſy and 
pleas'd wich it, and it would raiſe great Diſturbance 
and Clamour in the Nation, to fix them at a lower 
Price. That abundance. of People would be Loſers in 


whoſe hands the Guineas ſhould beat laſt found. That 4 


the Farmer and Common Tradeſman, who now all 
abounded with Guinezs which they receiv'd at Thirty 
Shillings, would not bear ſuch a loſs. That therefore 
it ought to be conſider'd, how far it was fit to incenſe 
the Common People in this JunEture of Aﬀairs, who 
had already ſuffer d ſo much by the War. - 
' Thoſe who were for reducing the Price of Guineas, 
argud, That chere wasas great reaſon to bring down. 


Guineas, as there was to recoin the Silver Mony at thee 


Old Scandard ; and here they reckon'd tip the Miſchiefs 
mention'd before on that Head : That however, "the 
Parliament were obligd co manage-by the.neceſlity of 
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Afairs, and to ſuffer for a time theGuineas ro paſs at 
that exceſſive rate; that in ſome meaſure there might 
be a currency of Mony, while the Mints were employ'd 
in new Coining the Sifver ; yet now they were, ob- 
hp'd ro ſtk the Price nearer the Old Standard, chat 
_ the Silver Mohy might tot be ſtopt and hoarded up 
as faſt ns iſſued out from the Mints. And whatever 
Lofles ad Inconveniencys the People mighe ſuffer by 
the reducing of Guineas, yet the Miſchiefs that aroſe, 
and would dayly increaſe from not doing it, did in- 
finitely over-balance thoſe on the other fide, Upon this 
the Houſe refolv'd ro lower the Price of Ouineas,; and 
that they might do it with leſs Grievance and Diſquiet 
to the People, they choſe to fink them by degrees, till 
at laſt they reduc'd them to the Stare they are now in, 
chat is, that they ſhould not paſs in Payments for above 
Twenty rwo fthillings ; that by this means Guineas 
being brovghe near to an Equality wich our new Sil- 
ver Mony, the Circulation of the Jaſt mighr not be 
obſtrutted ; and the Event anſwer'd the ExpeQtation. 
Bue notwithſtanding all the Care which che Parlia- 
ment us'd to provide againſt the Milſchiefs they fore- 
faw were likely to follow, yet many great Inconveni- 
encys were unavoidable: And, one Evil arofe duri 
recoining the Mony ; that 1s, a general loſs of Credit, 
which indeed ſhook the State 3 but rhis likewiſe was 
' Curd by a moſt-ſeaſonable and wife Remedy, which 
the Parliament apply'd in their fecond Seſſion. So that 


at 


=y 


at laſt this _ undertaking of che higheſt Difficul- 
ty, yer ofblolute Neceſlity, was happily acomplith'd. 
In chis Afair the Parliamene ſhewd fuch Wiſdom, 
ſuch Care of che Publick, ſuch unbroken Courage and 
Reſolution in undercaking and carrying oa a Bulineſs 
of this Importance, and encomberd wich ſo many and 
ſuch grear ObſtruRions, that to Parriots ever merit- * | 
| ed mote ofcheir Country, none having ever reſou'd © 
it form greater, and more appatear Danger; By re- 
ſtoring our Coin, they reſkord Health and Strengrly 
to a Nation under che worlt Symptoras inche Wold, | 
They ccltor'd the Honour of che Bali, cornfitm's  -- 

the Shaking Goverament, and laidthe Foundariog of 

chat Honograble Peace, which afcer enfued, and which _ 
we now enjoy. 

And choſeponthy Genelemen who made che 
eſt Figure ia this Parliament, and had che chief wh 
ctionofthis particular Aﬀair, mult be allow'd co have 
thowna great Capacity and 2 Maſtery Jud a9 
well as a zuft regard to the Good of the People, and 
therefore no "ray in their Favour, nd 'Praifes and 
Thanks from their Countty,can be thought coo much 
for thoſe who have fo _ deſervd them. ' 

No parc of the Roman Hiltory gives a Man a great- , 
er Image of that noble People, than thar which re- 
lates the' Preſence of Mind, che unfhaken Conftancy, 
and the wiſe Conduct which the Senate ſhow'd af- 
ter the loſs of the Battel - Carne, to be uncapable of 
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(36) 
deſponding even in Extremity of Afﬀairs, to wind 
themſelves our of ſuch intricate and pinching Straits, 
and at laſt to weather Difficulcies which ſeem'd inſu- 
perable, this can't but create a great Opinion of their 
Wiſdom and Reſolution. - 1 

Some of his Majeſties implacable Enemys finding 
chemſelves diſappointed the laſt Year in Flanders, ahd 
being impatient to wait the event of another Cam- 
paign,berook themſelves to the moſt wicked and moſt 
diſhonourable means of accompliſhing their Deſigns. 

Upon the ewenty fourth of Febraary,the King came 
to the Houſe of Lords, ſent for the Commons, and ha- 
ving paſsd what AGts lay ready for.the Royal Aſn, 
in a gracious Speech he acquainted both Houſes, that 
he had receiv'd ſeveral concurring Informations of a 
Deſign to Aſſaſſinate him ; and that at the ſame time 
the Enemy was very forward in his Preparations for 
an Invaſton of this Kingdom. . That he had given Or- 
ders about the Fleet, and ſent for fuch a Number of 
Troops as might ſecure the Kingdom from any At- 

_ tempr ; that ſome of the Conſpirators againſt his Per- 
ſon were in Cuſtody, and that care was taken for ap- 
prehending the reſt. 'Tis not neceſſary to give a long 
Relztion of this Conſpiracy, a ſhore account is thus. 

Several of the late Kings Adherents not without the 
Conſent, Encouragement andDareEtion of the late King 
and his Miniſters,- had form'd a helliſh Conſpiracy a- 
eainſt the Life of his Majeſty. The Conduct and Ex- 

| ecution _ 
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We (oY 
ecution. of this horrid Villany | was committed to Sis 
George Barclay, who had formerly been a General Of- 
ficer, and was then in France ar Officer in the lare 
King s Guards. This'Gentleman Ruffian undercakesthe 
barbatous Bufineſs;and for the accompliſhing of it,de- 
parts from St. Germans about the tenth day of Decem- 
ber for Englaud, where he arrivd about the beginning 
of Fanuary. iBefore him, with him, or afrerhim, a- 

>bour ewenty. more of the late” King's Guards, who' 
were Embark in the ſame Bloody Deſign, and who- - 
had all InſtruCtions to obey the Orders of Sir George, 
came into Eng/and, where in a ſhort time they En- -? 
gap d about as many more in the Conſpiracy. Severa®d 
Conſultations were held, and feveral ways were pro- + 
posd, where, and how to Affaflinatethe King's Perſon, 
and at laſt it was agreed that they ſhould Exceuterhcir 
Deſign on a Saturday as his Majeſty returnd'from Rich-- 
mand, whither he usd'to go on that day, to take the 
diverſton of-Hunting. 

The Place agreed on was the Lane-between Turn 
ham-Green, and Brentford, thro' which the King was 
ro' pals afcer his Landing at Cue-ferry, and to avoid 
Suſpicion they were to-go out of Town in ſmal-:Num- - 
bers to the Inns in Turzham-Green, there+to ſtay, till'® 
they had notice that his Majeſties Guards appear d, 
and then they were to Mount, and ina Bodyto march 
to the Lane, where ſome were to Attack the Kings 
Pearſon, and the reſt in the-me ime were to Ens 7 
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gage the Guards. The day for Executing this horrid 
Deed was at hand, when Mr. Pexdergraſs who had been 
newly made acquainted with the Deſign, and ſeem'd 
to conſeac to.it, tho indeed he only comply'd with it, 
cill he could gain the fitteſt Opportunity* to diſcover = 
it, went to my Lord Portlaxdzand difclosd ro him this 
importante Secret. By whole means his Majeſty's Life 
was preferv d from the violence of the Confpiracors, 
and that fatal Scroke moſt happily prevented ; which 
ouſt heve been attended with all che cerrible Cale- 
mitys, that Fear it ſelf able to repreſent. 

Boch Houſes of Parliament were greatly alarnyd at 
the news of this Barberous Conſpiracy, and being (a- 
tishd chatche wellare of the Kingdom entirely depend- 


ed an the Safcty of the Kang's Perfon, chey Pa nd if 


an Addreſs tohis Majeſty full of Loyalty and che warm- 

eſt AﬀdeQtion; wherein they Congratulated the hap- 

py Deliverance of hs Royel Perſon, gavehim thanks 

for imparting to them the horrid Deſign of Afleſſi- 
nating his Majeſty by Papaſts, and other diſaffected 
Perſons , and af the intended Invaſion from France. 

Humbly defar'd bis Majeſty to take more then ordi- 

nary Care of his Perſon at this time, aſfur'd him char 
cthey would ſtand by, athft and defend his Majeſty 

vithahew Lives and Fortunes againſt al} his Enemys, 

and that im caſc he ſhould come to any violent Death 

( which they beg'd God to prevent) they would re- 
venge the ſame.npon al} his Majeſty's Enemys and cheir _ 
52 © Adherents, + 


hasd + *Y 
Adherepts ; ld his Mejeſly they money We pol- 
fible difpatch to publick delard him.co | 
ſeize and ſecure all Perſons, Horſes: nd gra o tharthe 
might think fix to apprehend. - 
On this Occaſion the Houſe of Condinninh for che | 
_— of his. Majeſty's Perfon,. encerd into an Aſs. , 
ciation iQ theſe Cran Whereas there bes beew & bar- - 


12.3 


ans 'ſmcerely, and. ſolemnly profeſs, Wo nonnet ur, 
that his preſent Majeſt William: z5 ul and 
Lawful ph of mo Rein and = _ 

and engage to ftayd by a each aber to the ut 

our hed Fara "Tere pc mr” his riodred ; E 
ſeacred Perſon and Government, againſt the Late King I 
and all his Adberents; and mm caſe bi y come 19:8 is: s 
olemt or untimely Death ( which God forbid ) we dv hereby. 

' farther, freely od unammonſly. obttg e our ſelves to: Unuce, - 
Aſſeciate and fland by each KN. revengmy the ; ſane upon 
hes Enemys and = Adberents, and in ea and de- 
fendrug the Succeſſuon of the Crown, according to an 44 made '& 
mn the firſt Tear of King William and Queen Mary : Inti- 
taled, an AF declaring the Rights and Libertys of the Sub 
jett, and ſetlmg the Succeſſwn of the Crown. © + 
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i. band 3 
They-order'd at the fame time a Bill to:be brought 
in, that when it ſhould pleaſe God-to afflit - theſe 
Realms by the Death of his preſent Majeſty, the Par- 
liament then in being ſhould not be diſfolvd thereby, 
till the next Heir of che Crown, according to the late 
AEt of Setlement ſhould diſſolve it. . And if there is _ 
no Parliament.chen in being, the laſt preceding Parli- 
ament ſhall immediately convene and fit ; and it was 
doneaccordingly. By this wiſe ACt, as the Parliament 
provided againſt chat Confuſion and Diſorder thac 
mighc happen by the Ceſlation of Parliaments, and all- 
Commiſſions on his Majeſty's. Deceaſe,- fo nothing 
could have been-imagin'd more effectual for the Se- 
curity of the King's unvaluable Life, againſt che 1m- 
lacable Malice and Violence of his Enemys ; ſeeing 
,  - . by this meansall hopes of Efcape and Impunity were 
z ©:cut off, in caſe they ſhould ſucceed. 1n, their hellifh 
- _ Attempt. They likewiſe Addreſsd his Majeſty to if- 
| '-- foe out his Royal Proclamation;to Baniſh all Papiſts 
- .* from the Citys of London and Weſtminſter, and ten 
Miles from the ſame, according to the Laws made for 
++ +. that purpoſe; and likewiſe, that he. would pleaſe to 
* .. give InſtruCtions to the Judges going the Circuits,co 
oe put the Laws in Execution againſt Papiſts and Non- 
+ Jurors, | | | 
. By theſe Proceedings and prudent Proviſions. for 
the King's Safety, the Parliament equally expreſsd_ 
their unſhaken Loyalty to his Majeſty, and their ten: 
| cr 


der Care-:and Adin. barihe -of:iche Pos © 
ple; | it being as: Clear = Noon de, chu ti nob his 
Majeſty by the gracious Providence of | | been 
o_ d from chis-Hellith Delign, the greaclt/ Cala 
_ mitys and Deſfolation-muſt bave overwhelm! the 
Linwlien chat ever befel a miſerable People: "And'tis 
very dbſerrable, and muſt be taken notice of, forthe 
Honour of this Parliament, char amidſt all: cheir Zeal 
for ſecuring his Majeſty's Life, on-which-all our Hap. 
pinels depended, they expreſs d that Lenity and Memo- 
rable Regard to the Libertys of che People, that rhey 
paſs. d no new and extraardinary Law for the Convieti- 
on of che Conſpirators, as Men in; fuck amazing'Dan+ 
gers might have been provoked to: do for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Government ; but they mercifullylefr chem 
co ſtand or fall by che known Laws which were then _ 
in being. And: 'tis very remarkable, thac Charnck tris 
who was the firſt Perſon tryd for! this'C acyy ; » 
was the firlt coothat had the Benefit of the*'Law tha *,* ©: 
was beformentiond, to-be made this very Scſlion to Fo 
regulace Tryals in Caſes of Treaſon. - -._ P15 Þ4 
There is but-one ſingle Inſtance that ſcems ra £4 
cradict the univerſal Extent” bf this Obſervarian;;-and **? 
that is the Caſe of Sir Jobs Fenwick, which happen' "he. 
in the Second Schon of this Parliament ;' yet neicher V 5 
m that Cale was any new:Law - made” for "the: 'Frial #7 
_ of the Criminal by che Fudges in Iaferivar Coures's 
Bur the Parliament thought fir'to make aſe.of the Le- . "I 
pikine chore] and wopucedgiſnihy ilt| 
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of: Attainder, which'no Body queſtion'd their Power 


to do,, That Governmenc would be defective init; 


Conſticution, and uncapable of defending it ſelf, that 


had not -a Power lodg'd in it to reach a Criminal in 
an; Extraordinary Caſe, by an extraordinary Manner. 
Neither could the Legiſtative Power be look d on as 
under the ſame Reſtraints, Limitations and Forms of 


Proceeding, which the Judges who are entruſted on- 
1y with the execurive part of the Law, areobligd to. 


obſerve in the ordinary Courts of Juſtice. The Queſti- 


 onstherefore in this Caſe, ſeem'd to be only theſe rwo, 


Whether che Parliament had ſufficient convincing 
Grounds to believe the Priſoner Guilcy of the Treaſon 
he ſtoodzgccus'd ; and in the ſecond. Place, whether 
this was'a Caſe of that extraordinary Nature, and thar 
Importance, as required this uncommon way of pro- 
ceeding by Bill of Atrainder. As to the firſt -Queſtt- 
on, All the World as well as the Parliament, thoughe 
there was ſufficient Reaſon to believe the Priſoner 
Guilty. Bur whether the Evidence was inall Forms 
and Limitations ſuch as the Law required for convi- 
Cting the Priſoner before the Judges in Inferiour 
Courts, was out of the Queſtion, the Parliament as 
was ſaid before, being not tyd up in their Legiſlative 


*Capacity to the Rules and Reſtraints by which the 


Inferiour Courts were oblig'd to Act. And as to.the 


fecond Queſtion, Seeing the Prifoner had fo notori- 


ouſly prevaricated with the Government, ſeeing there 
was ſuch a vehement Preſumption chat one of the Evi- 
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«7 43 " | 
dences: was drawn. off, = abſented himſelf byithe 
management of the- Priſoner's Friends, to elude the 
Law in che common courſe of ic ; and-:ſeeing the 
Crime: wherewith he was Chargd, was'of no; lower 
Nature than the- dethroning © his Majeſty and che 
Subverſion of the Government, -the Parliamenc be- 
lievd it a Caſe fo Extraordinary and of. ſuch-Confe- 
quence, as ſufficiently warrgnted this uncommon, cho 
not unexathpled way of Proceeding. - 

Theſe were the chief TranſaCtions of chis Pals 
ment in their Firſt Seſſion, choſe of che Second come 
now to be related. 

The great Deficiencys of che, Funds ſettled by Par- 
liament for the Servicc'of the Year Ninety Six, and 
particularly the unhappy Project of. the Land-Bank 
proving wholly Abortive, and not producing one Pen- 
ny, of above two Millions and a ble with which it 
was charg'd, were likely to: have prov'd fatal co:our 
Aﬀairs s wy following Summer. This Diſappoint- 
ment involy'd the King in ſo- many; greac Difficulties 
abroad, 'as well as at Home, that no clearer Demon» 
ſtration could be given of his Majeſty's WiſeCondutt, 
or of the Fidelity and AﬀeCtion of his Army, than his 
finiſhing this Campaign with. ſo-licele difadvanitage. 
His Majeſtys more diſcetning Friends ceuld notbus 
cremble, to. think on che hard Circumſtantes our Ar- | 


my was in ; and how dangerous; the Ifſue was' like: to 


prove z while che Enemys vof; the Government- were }. 
all os at the _ ng wy our fines Go 
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Ruin. But to their great Mortification his Majeſty, 
whoſc Spirit was never broken by the greateſt Dith- 
cuky; who never wanted Preſence of Mimd'in'the 
moſt ſurprizing and pinching Exigencys, by the-aſſ- 
ſtance of Divine Providence weatherd this Storm ; 
and having put his Army into Quarters, return'd i in 
Safety ro micet his Parhiament, 

The Parliament came together the twentieth day of 
Ofuber, and after they had ina Loyal and moſt affecti- 
onate Addreſs affurd His Majeſty, that tho they had 
born ſo many years the great Burden: of the preſent 
War, yet they were moſt ſtedfaſtly reſolvd' never to 
deſert his Intereſts, or be wanting to their Country, 
till by His Majeſty's Arms they ſhould obtain a ſafe 
and honourable Peace. They enter d with great Ala- 
criry upon the Buſineſs that lay before them, which 
indeed was very great. 

The principal Evil which this Parlinroent had: fo re- 
move, was the loſs of Publick Credit. For the Tallys 
truck on Funds ſerled by Parliament, eſpecially ſuch 
as were remore, 'were Fxchangd for ready Mony at a | 
mighty loſs; and the Government was obligd to make = 
exceſſive Diſcounts and Allowances, to bring Trea- 
fore intothe Exchequer. This great and almoſt fatal loſs 
of Crediz, aroſe chiefly from two Springs, the Defi- 
-  ciencys of Parliamentary Funds, and the Recoming 
our Silver, | The Firft made Truſt and C forge, 
us the Laſt cy Mony to be very ſcarce. ; 


& Ws wo 
| Thisloſs of Credit was fo prect; ns _ 
reftord; -1t wes not poſſible for the 'Goyerrign oof Bu 


continue much longer; ' The Nores of che'Ban | 
glad which had roatir + mighty help to'the P! Mick; 
were diſcounted at Twenty, Tallysac Forty, or 


Sixry per Cent; The Governimenc had contrafted 2 
mighcy-Debe:; and fome Funds wy" = jolly taken 
away, and the reſt porta Ne Imbe 
of 'Tallys had no Fund at'all;' and the wy TE oy 
Funds very remote. Hereby the Truſt 'apd good'C ] 
ion of 'the- People wes fo far loft,” thar thoſe few | 
who hadany'Mony to Lend, thew'4th op cateſt back- 

wardneſs imaginable to advance'it for blickSer- 
vice; and therefore all Loans'to the Fodeorks « 
was ſaid before, -were procur'd on moſt es I 
Premiums, and exorbitant' Diſcou 6 I "—. 
: This decay' of Publick Credic Genes the * PTE] 
Confuſionand Diſorder in the World; 'oifr* Afﬀirs 
feem'd- reduc'd co Extremity, and” the” Coy bn 
was look'd'on'to-be at/a ſtand." AJ Men were at" 
Gaze; and{-ftood/ wondering © whit the Parhame 
would do what Meaſuyes' they would rake in ſack 
perplexing Dificukys, ſcarce believing that the Wic 
of Man was able to find out any Remedy, or. propoſ 
any Expedienc that could be fle@tual oh removing 
great- a'Miſchief. Thoſe who were' for galling and 
ftreightaiog the Goverament, had now the icked | 
Sariafuction of ſceing ic ſafficiently diſtres'd ; | it not 2} 
— chat our Affairs covldbe more mbarafs'd 
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To revive Publick Credit was therefore a thing of 
the laſt neceſſity. for the-Preſervation of the Governs 
ment ; but as the Wiſeſt Men without Door wereat 
their Wits end how to accompliſh. ic, ſo the Malecon= 
cents were certain that this Evil was never to be curd; 
and therefore look'd upon the Government as near its 
End ; gave it up as deſperate ; and triumph'd in the 
Expectation of a ſuddain Revolution.  - 4 
But chis great Parliament being fully ſenſible that 
the Reſtoration of our Credic was a point of Capital 
Importance, inſtead of being diſcouragd by the Difh- 
culty of effecting. it, they were rather animated to un- 
dertake the Work with greater Zeal and Application; 
as if they look'd on nothing which was-neceſlary to 
be impoſſible ; and reſolv'd at any Rate to find out 
Means to preſerve their Country, and -to break thro' 
all Oppoſition how great ſoeyer it ſhould appear, to 
confirm and ſecure our Happy Eſtabliſhment. | 
The Parliament was very ſenſible, that one great 
Spring of this Miſchief was that mentioned before, 
the Deficiencys of ſeveral Aids and Dutys which neither 
had been, nor:ever would be ſufficient to anſwer the 
Principal and Intereſt chargd upon 'em, That theſe 
Deficiencys, and the remoteneſs of the courſe of Pay- 
ment of the Taſlys, were the true Reaſons why the 
Owners of fuch Tallys were frequently neceſſitated for 
che. procuring of ready Mony, to diſpoſe of and ex- 
change them at a great Loſs. By which means the 
Publick Credit was extreamly weaken'd, our: Com- 
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fairs © aca, perplex'd, The Parliamenc theref 
cook rhis great Affair into their ſerious Conſideration, 
and in order to the 'Cure, of. this; grievous. Wound, 
which began to Ullcerate and Eat intoch air heavd Hear 
of the Government, they reſolv'd co ſearc i and lay 
it open to the Bottom. , _ 
This they did by ordering an Eſtimate or. © Compy- 
tation tobe laid before them.of what Sunmms were, 
or wu be wanting to ſatisfy and diſcharge all Prin- 
and Intereſt due, or to become: due on. the feve- 
ra cal Aids, Dutys or Funds, over and above all Arrears 


' ſtanding out upon them which were.determin'd, and 


over and above all. Monys to. be raisd by ſuch as were, 
chen junexpir'd; apd che Computation of all the pars - 
ticular Summs that were WAnring to make goodallche 
deficienc-Funds being made, che whole amounted to. 
five Millions one Hundred and ſixty. Thouſand: four 
Hundred Pounds, ec. The Parliament now oy 
got tothe bottom of the Diſcaſe, reſolyd ona th 
Cure, by making Proviſion for che, Payment of che, 
hol Debt. They were perfectly convincd that to cure; < 
rt, was no way to cure the Diſcaſe, and reſtore: 
Strength ro the Whole. Had ſome Deficiencys been.;@ 
taken Care, of and others neglected, .. Publick Cots 


- muſt have. continued Lame; and the 'Goyerament, 


muſt ſtill have Halced, if i it had not fall'n.co the. 


Ground. That therefore che Remedy ey Tha "3 | 


a and Commenſurate to ths EY ys Cy 
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found out* a general Fund which :mighe ſecure fit 
Paymetic of the whole five Millions, - ec: That fo 
there ſhould remain no Tally without a Fund, nor 
any'Tally' on a deficient Fund, but whatin'its courſe 
of- Payment ſhould be fatsfy'd and difcharg'd. For 
this End they continued divers Taxes and Durys after 
the Day on which they would otherwiſe have Expir'd 
co the firſt Day of Auguſt ſeventeen Hundred and fix, 
and appointedall the Monys which ſhould arife and 
be brought into his Majeſty's Exchequer from any of 
theſe Taxes or Dutys from the. Day on which they 
were otherwiſe 'to Expire; to the faid firſt Day of 
Jun ſtone Thouſand ſeven Hundred and fix, to be the 
generat Fund for making good all the deficient ones, 
by the SatisfaQtion and Payment of che Principal rom 
| Intereſt due, or to become due'thereupon. ' And that 
all occafion of Complaint mighe be remov'd,' and e- 
qual Proviſton-might be made for all, the Parliament 
directed that all Monys' ariſing from the Durys fo as 
before continued and appropriated for a general-Fund, 
ſhould be diſtributed and apply'd to pay Principal'and 
Intereſts upon every one of the deficient Funds, in 
juſt Proportion to the Summof which chey were de- 
%cient. And that all che Mony which ſhould be 
in ſuch a due proportion diſtributed or plac'd to the 
Account of each deficient Tax and Fund for the dif- 
|; charge of Principal and'Intereft, ſhould be Hiu'd or 
8 Paid our to all who were entitled to receive the ſame, _ 

| in fuch Concſe and Order as if the fame'were Monys _ 


(49) 


really ariſing by the reſpeRtive and deficient Funds, 


and that without being diverted, miſapply'd or poſt- 
pon'd ; and the Officers of his Majeſty's Treaſury were 
ro- incur great Penaltys in caſe this Mechod or Order 
were not obſerv'd. © And to remove all Doubts abour- 
the Security intended to be given, in caſe on the firſt 
(eaten Hundred and fix, -or within three. 
Months then next, enfuing, the whole Produce of che- 
ſeveral Funds and: Revenues appropriated for a peneral 


of Auguſt 


Fund, together with other Grants then in being, ſhould 
not be ſuffetent: to diſcharge the Sum of five Millions, 


&>c.intended to be diſchargd,that chen what was defici- - | 
ent ſhould be made good out of ſuch Aids or-Revenyies: 


as ſhould begranted in the next Seſhon of Parliament: 
Thus the Parliament found our a-Security ſufficient 
to diſcharge this great Debc that lay ſo: heavy on the 


Nation, which was not only :a-ſtroke of admirable 


Wiſdom, but likewiſe ſuch a-noble A& of Publick 
Juſtice, as perhaps can't be equal in the Story of any 


i ” 


Nation.. Mony at that time notin being, and thete- 


fore not to be had ; and a-ſufficient Security was all 


that could be Demanded or Expected ; and this was 
very happily provided for, . wherein a due Regard 'was 
had to the particular Intereſt of every Man concern'd. 


And for as much as all the Branches of Publick Cre- 


dit did plainly depend on, and 'mucually ſupport one 
another, the Parliament took into conſideration, - by 
what means they might reſtore the Credit of che Bank 


$ 
A 


M 


of England which was then at a low: Ebb.'- 1! * 225. © 2 
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In order to this the Parliament agreed, to augment: 
andenlarge che Common Capital Stock of the Bank of 
England by admitting new Subſcriptions, which new 
Subſcriptions ſhould be made good an Tallys and Bank: 
Notes. The Proporcion was four fafths of the Firſt 
and one fifth of che Laſt, and an Intereſt of eight per 
Cent. was allow'd, as well for all ſuch Tallys as ſhould 
be brought in to enlarge their Stock by new Subſcrip- 
tions, @s for thoſe Tallys which the Company was 
chen poſſeſs d of, provided they did not exceed the 
Value of thoſe Bank Notes which ſhould be paid in 
upon this Enlargement of their Stock ; and for ſecuring 
the Payment of this Intereſt of eight per Cert, the ad- 
ditional Duty on Salt was granted and appropriated; 
The Time likewiſe of the continuance of the Bank of 
England they thought fit to extend to the Year ſeven- 
teen Hundred and ten; and uponthis Encouragement 
a Million was Subſcribed and Paid in Tallys and Bank 
Notes, as the Parliament had directed. This Expedi- 
ent was projected wich all the Prudence imaginable ;, 
| and: tho many Perſons who were Intereſted in it, 
could not preſently apprehend the Reafonableneſs of 
it, yet the Advantages they have {ince receivd, have 
| fully convincd them that no other Way could have 
| been found out to have retrievd their finking Credit. 
For the Value of two Hundred Thouſand Pounds in 
Bank Notes being funk by the new Subſcriptions, 
the reſt as 1t- was teaſonable to believe they would, 
began preſencly to-riſe m Worth; and fo likewiſe did 


— 9). Þ 
the Tallys, afrer ſo many as emounted to eight Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds were Patd in to augmenc the 
Bank. And che Owners of the reſt have a great deal 
of Reaſon to with that they had ſunk the remainder 
alſo the fame way ; for had charbeen'doney! this great 
Work had been accompliſhd at one happy Stroke. 
The whole five Millions had in a Moment'been taken 
_ off from the Goverament, and thereby # Difeaſe char 
was judg'd incurable had been entirely remov'd'by a 
ſingle Application. For upon this, the Credic of che 
Bank began to recover apace, till in a ſhort time their 
Notes were all equal with, and their Bills thac bore 
Intereſt, better than Mony. By this mearis the Face 
of Afﬀairs was in aſhort time much chang for the 
better, Credit began to revive, Mony to Circulate on 
more moderate Terms, Foreign Exchange was leſs ta 
our Diſadvantage, and foon after ar an equality. The 
People began tothink better of our Condition, and 
were more . convinced of the Wiſdom of our Ad- 
miniſtration, and of the Care that was taken of 'em ; 
and whatever -yoe they had undergone'by rea- 
fon of a long War and cherecoining our Mony, which 
could not bur occaſion many Complaints,yer the gteat- 
eſt patt attribured this to the neceflity of our Aﬀairs, © 
and began to Hope, that by the Care and Wiſdom of 
che Government they ſhould enjoy. more favourable 
Times. rn: ial Ol 
| Beſides this of che great loſs of Credir, another . * 


(52) 
to be remov'd, and that was the great ſcarcity of Mo- 
ny. The Porliament to prevent Diſappointments by 
ſecling Funds which might be deficient came to a Re- 
ſolucton, that che Supplys for the ſervice of the Year 
following, ſhould be raisd within the Year. and 
they Voted thoſe Supplys in proportion to the'Eſti- | 
mates laid before them. Bur this Reſolution of Par- 
liament ſeem'd a Thing quice Impracticable. How 
could five Millions be rais'd within the Year, while 
the Silver Mony was call'd in and recoining, and chere 
was not Current Coin enough ir the Nation to an- 
ſwer the Occaſions of Trade, and ſcarcely the Con- 
veniencys and Neceſlitys of Life?. The Enemys of the 
Government made themſelves Merry: with this V ote 
of Parliament, and.inſtcad of being the occaſion of 
their Anger 'twas the common Subject of their Rail- 
lzry, and che Entertainment of their pleaſant Humour. 
And many even of the beſt Friends of the Government, 
imagind that the Parliament by:this, rather expreſs'd 
their Zeal and Willingneſs, than their Ability toſup- 
port the State. They had no way to fatisfy themſelves 
in this Poinr, but by relying upon the Wiſdom and 
oreat Capacity of the Parliament, for whom they be- 
olievd nothing was too hard,and who they hoped would 
Conquer this Difficulty becauſe they had maſter'd fo 
many others before ; which were look d on as no lefs 
Invincible. Netther were their Hopes in this Matter 
diſappointed, for the Parliament had recourſe to an 
_ «dmirable Expedient in this. preſhng Exigency, and 
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found out a way of raiſing Mony, ins ure when * 
no Mony was to be had. Other” ents haye 
been able to raiſe great Sums of Mony » when the de- 
fence of their Country requir'd it, but it was the Þ 
ticular Honour of this, .to have been able to.m be 7 
it, * They created Mony, without Bufſion,"and 
tributed great quantity of Coin without "help of the 
Mint. This chey did by authorifing the "Lords of 
his Majeſty's Treaſury co iſſue out Bills from the. Ex 
chequer to the value firſt and laſt, of above two ; Mil- 

lions; which Bills were firſt appointed ro.be brought : 
in andſunk'upon the Duty commonly call'd the Capt- - . * 
cation Tax; but before the Seſſion'ended the Parlia- oY 
ment was convinc'd by the firſt ColleQion'of that D + 2 
ty, that it would prove very deficient; and thet po 
they appointed che Exchequer Bills to 'be brought | 
on any other of the King s Dutys or Revenues, exce HY 
ing the Land Tax; .and allow'd*an ane of bw 
pound twelve ſhillings per aunum upoti thi faid Bills, 
which at. firſt was not given. The Parliament by this, 
latd/a good foundation for Paper Mony to fopply. the- 
place of our Silver Coin, which was call'din to be new # 
made; for fo many Payments were at this time to be” 
made into the Exchequer, that when the People had-e 4 
Aſſurance given them that the Exchequer Notes, bh 
ſhouldbe recery'd back again in Payment forthe Sek”, | 
 Durys, they were very well ſatisfy'd to take che 
firſt indeed at a ſmall diſcount, bur.not Jong after at 0; 
ns A \ gene Damper of : Ho Roy were reply, 
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or five or ten Pounds, which anfwer'd the" necellitys 
of Commerce among the meaner People, for the com- 
mon Conveniencys of Life. And chat thoſe-who had 
advanc'd Mony in-Loans on any; Part of his Majeſty's 
Revenue, might. not be obligd to, receive it back in 
Notes that were under the Value of Mony, to ſtreng- 
chen che Reputation of theſe Bills, che Parliament au- 
thoriz'd the Lords of the Treaſury. to Contract wich 
any Corporations or Numbers of Private Men, and to 
allow them a competent Premium, provided: they ob- 
ligd themſelves to exchange theſe Notes for readyMony 
when. tender'd to them for that purpoſe ; which the 
Lords of the Trezſury. did-accordingly.. . _..... .... 

- 'By this means the Credit of the Fe NF Notes was. 
mightily ſecur'd, and dayly aroſe nearer to Par ; till as. 
at this time, they exceeded the Value of Mony ;j.and. 
whereas cheTru ſtees contracted with toexchange them: 
for Mony, were before as a Premium allow'd Ten per 
Cent. they have been ſince contented to doit for Four, - 
By-chis means Trade and Commerce were maintain ;: 

and withour- Silver we had-an Artificial Treaſure Cir-. 
culating thro! the Kingdom, which fo well anſwer'd: 
the deſign of the Wiſe Projectors, that by the Con-: 
hon of thoſe very Men who at firſt inveighd ſharp- 

ly againſt-ic, ir prov'dan effectual, tho'a Paper, Prop 

co ſupport the State, when its Silver Pillars were for 
. a timeremovd.. We were Sailing in bad Weather, 
' and our main Maſt was brought by che Board. 3 and; _ 
L cis very plain, that unleſsthis Jury-Maſts of Exchequer 


055) : 
Notes had bren preſently made and fer-uy inithis ire 
of Affairs emulineraitably have ſonkandperiſh's. 

. Theſe Bills paſt 1n: Paymencs-as ſomahy Councers, 
which | the People were ſatisfy d'to.regawe, becauſe: 
they knew the Exchequer would receiverhenvagain'as 
ſo much ready Moriy. Theſe State-Counters:fo well } 
ſapply'd the place of Mony till new Commwas'iſlued Þ} 
from che:Mint, that Trade was preſerv &; and-miurul 1 
Payments well cnonghmade xo anfwer:the'Ne 
of che Government, and the People;,andby chis mearis 
che Parliament had the Honour''to oy nt ans 
ther Work that was Judgd irtpaſlible, © - ©, 

The Parliament likewiſe this Seflion; 'to'the? arent 
ſatisfaction of the People,took care to Remedy 2'/Pub: 
lick Grievance of long ſtanding,” Several. Places in 
and about the City -of Loadon, which in Times of the - 
 Romrfb Superſtition were allow'd a5 Santuarys to Cri- 
minals and Debtors, had ever fmce the Reformation 
pretended a Privilege to proce&t the laft; and one'of 
theſe was a-notorious: Neſt of broken and- "deſperate 
Men, in the very heart of his Mujeftys Capicol-City,. 
whether they reſorted: in greac' Machine -and tothe 
diſhonour of the Government and prievance of the 
People; defended chemlelves with Force and Violence 
againſt the Law and Publick Authority. | The Pare 
lzement took care to redreſs this inveterate Miſthief 3 
and what was long expected from others, was effebted 
by br in an Act inctuled, For the more Bffe@uel Rev 
of C redrrs + in. caſes of _”_ and'for prouy 
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Abuſes in Priſons,and pretended Privileged Places. Whiere- 
in ſuch effectual Proviſion was made to reduce theſe 
Gariſons of Out-Laws, that immediately after the A&&t 
was publiſhd, they abandon'd+their Poſts, and deſert- 
ed in ſuch Numbers, that their old Haunts-becanie a 
' Deſolation, and lay open to receive better Inhabitants. 

The Summer after this Seffion of Parliament, His 
Majeſty being at the Head of his Army in Flanders, his 
Enemys even after they.had opend the Campaign with 
the taking of Aeth, thought fit to enter upon a Nego- 
riation of Peace, which was begun and carry'd on at 
Ryſwick by the Pleniporentiarys of all che Princes and 
States concern'd, and thro'the good Diſpoſirion of the 
- principal Partys to ſo greata Work, the Treaty was 
concluded, and a Peace ratify'd the Autumn following ; 

- to the.accompliſhing'of which, his Majeſty's Preſence 
in Flanders mightily contributed; The management of 
this famous Negotiation, and the favourable Terms on 
which it were concluded, were no lefs to the Peoples 
Satisfaction, than'to His Majeſty's Glory. © For the 
Malecontents never believ'd that it was-poſliblefor the 
King to make Peace upon any, much leſs upon Terms 
{o very Honourable; and therefore they look'd on this 
TranſaCtion at Ryſwick, as a pure Amuſement either to 
®break che Confederacy, or to cover ſome notable De- 
ſign which was not yet ripe for Execution. And when 
at laſt they ſaw the Treaty far advanc, they began in- 

deed to believe that a Peace might be concluded with 
the reſt of the Allys, but they were certain Eng/and 
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exit be chded; For they judgd his Pin 
credible a Story, that they ſcarcely belicv'd it when |} 
the Peace was publickly ah folemnly Proclaimd. + 
' This important Work being thus. happily eliected, 
His Majeſty return'd: to Exy/ard 3 where the % 
every where receiv dhim,zas they had the greateſtReaſon 
in the Warkd wde,vichaiebe Applauſe and Demon- 
ſtration of Joy thar can be tmagin d. - He met his Par- 
lament the third day of December. 

The War being ended, the Houſe of Commons for 
the Eaſe of the People, Voted che Army tobe Disband- 
6d, and reſolv do raife a Supply ſelleientonpng oft the 
Troops. But at the fame tume-when:theytook off fo 
great part of the Burden from che Country, out of a 
due regard to our future Safety, they pa Gs V ore co 
enable His Maxeſty to keep ſuch a oomberglrongd 
on: Foot, and to maintain fuch-Naval Force, as:intheir 
on of che Government and the pob- 
ird. 

When hen-the Hm he Henk, hed Vered « Supply for he Dib " JN 
banding the greateſt pare of the Army, they cook iv» 
to Conftderacion: the Services. of the Officers ' and 
Common Men, who had amidſt ſo man} Hardſhips, 
Dangers and Diſappoinements in Nine fucceflive Cao — | 
paigns, ſhewn fo much Bravery and Fidelity: inches. {| 
Defence of their Country, as. vecover'd the q 
Reputation of the Bughfh Valour, and preſervd: the 
Kingdom from the terrible Aſſaults ofthe: moſt Pgeence 
— that: Ore ever EreGted m-the OR al 
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It was thought hard that ſuch gallant Men, ro whom 
the Kingdom ow d ſo much, ſhould be diſcharg'd 
without any Proviſion made for them, the Houſe of 
Commons therefore paſsd a Vote in their Favour, 
That the Officers ſhould be continued im half Pay till they 
ſhould otherwiſe be provided fer ; and that the Conimon 
Centinels ſhould have a Donattve at their Dibanding ; and 
for their further encouragement, ſhould be free to ſet up 
and exerciſe their Trades mn any Town or Corperation through- 
out the Country, = | 
This being done, the Parliament took into Confi- 
deration two great Branches of our Foreign Trade, 
which had long wanted a due Regulation; and 
they enter'd firſt upon that of the Company Trading 
to Africa; and in conſideration of the neceſſity of keep- 
ing up Forts and Caſtles for the Defence of our Facto- 
rys on the Coaſt of Guinea, there being no Regular 
Government among thoſe Barbarous People on whoſe 
ProteCtion they might ſafely rely, the Parliament 
chought it neceſſary ro Eſtabliſh the 4frican Com- 
pany for the - better carrying our Commerce to 
thoſe Parts. Yetthe Free Traders or Interlopers, were 
likewiſe pertnitted to Trade to the fame Coaſts, pro- 
vided theypaid to the Eſtabliſhd Company Ten per 
» Cent. of the Value of Goods exported, towards the 
maintenance of the Forts and Settlements; -- 
Next they enterd on the Buſineſs of the Eat India 
Trade, which had been depending many years, and 
was look d on as ſo nice and difficulc that- it had been 


referrd _ 


We] 
referrd.to the King and his Council, arid back ogain 


by them to the Parliament. 

This Afﬀair being brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and the Old Company having offer'd to advance 
ſeven hundred chouſand pounds at four per Cent. for 
the Service of the Government in caſe che. Trade to 
India might be ſerled on chem Excluſive of all others, ' 
che Houſe ſeem'd inclin'd co embrace their Propoſal, | 
when a Number of eminent Merchants propos tothe 
Houſe to raiſe Two Millions at eight per Cent. on Con- 
dition the Trade to India might be ſerled on the Sub- 
ſcribers excluſive of all others. They propos that 
theſe Subſcribers ſhquld not be oblig'd to Trade in a 
Joynt Stock, bur if any Members of them ſhould af- 
rerwards delire to be incorporated, a Charter ſhould 
be granted to them for that purpoſe, 

The Houſe judgd this Overture not only to be 
more advantageous to the Government, but likewiſe 
more likely to ſetele rhis controverted Trade ona bet- 
ter Foundation than it was on before; a Bill cherefore _ 
was brought into the Houle, for ſecling the Trade to 
the Baſt Indies on thoſe who ſhould ſubſeriberhe Two 3 

Millions, according to the Limications warm? 3 
on'd. Burt ſo great a regard was had to the Mem ; 
of the Old Company, that till they had refus'd and re- 
jected the Offer madethem of ſerling this Trade op 
them, if they would accept it on the ſame Terms and. 3 4 
Limitations on Which the others were contenred*to- -- 
poke 4 * anc Wann the onahiy ng Judge d mol} ac dv: vat | 
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tageous for the Kingdom, the Ball did pafs. in favour 
of che New Adventurers. 

The Bill being paſs d, and the Books laid open to 
take Subſcriptions, the whole Two Milkons were ſab- 
{cribd in lels time than four Days, the People ſhew d 
fo much Zea] co afliſt the Government, and pres 
" the Trade of the Nation, that tis very probable a Mil- 
lion more had been ſubſcrib'd, had not the Books been 
ſhur up before the diſtanc Corporations, and private 
Men in remote Countys, could remit their Commiſlt 
ons for the great Sums they intended to Subſcribe. T he 
difpatch of fogreat a Work in ſo ſhort a Tune, after 
the Nation had born ſo chargeable a War for fo. many 
years, ſfurpriz'd and amaz'd all che World. And as ic 
greatly morrify'd all thoſe who were joyfully aſlurd that 
His Majeſty would be Lfpoiandes this Supply,ſo it 
gave out Neighbouring Nations anaſtonithing image 
both of che Opulcnce of che People, and the Scrength 
of che Governmene. This TranſaCtion view d tn all 
irs Circuraſtances, is indced fo very ſtrange and won- 
derful, that ewill be « hard maccer for Poſterity to 
believe it. How will chey be able to perfovade 
themſelves, that a Nation whoſe Wealth 
wich great Reaſon be ſupposd to be exhauſted afrer 
| they had contended fo many years with fuch a migh- 
ty Enemy, ſhould be capable of furniſhing fuch s 
vaſt Supply in Four Days ? Yet this Wiſe Parliament 
had "%s much Skill in touching he Springs of che 
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Loſs they had luffer'd, alle Epece i hu | 
been at, they were prevail'd with to advance this mew 7 


Supply with ſuch incredible Expedition. | 
this means, the Parliamenr, only by doubling the 
Dury on Proceedings at Law and chat on Sale, raisd © * 
a Supply of cwo Millions; which to have done by ? 
any ather Ways, was at that time a matter of te 3 
higheſt Difficulty. _ . 
The a likewiſe chis Scion, applyd them: | 
ſelves with great Diligence to diſcover luch Offenders, 
who by fraudulcnc and ſurrepticious Ways had: curry 4 
an 2 Tone. Ceres with Fro ; and 4 cothe gr b 
Damage 5 Kingdam, ought in for divers 
Years paſt,great quanticys ofAlamades andLuteſtrivgs. 
Many of theſe Criminals they detected and ponite. 4 
And: co prevent the continuance of this clandeſtine and * 
moſt prejudicial Trade, and to encourage our own- 
Manufacture, they brought in a Bill which after palk 
into an Act, Intitled, 4 A? for the heiter encourage» 
ment of the Rogal Luſiring Campany, and the wore effeliuel, | 
preventing the / ry Importation of Luſtrings ns Me: 3 
s, 
' And for as much as many ill Men FRA Tantric exe f 
port Engliſh Woal, &c. to foreign Pagts, £0 the us? 
ipeakable detriment of tlie Nation, notwithilagding = 
the ſevere Laws that were in Force againkt ſuch Of- 4 
fenders, the Parliament the oro eljeraoatly y. 0; on ” 4 
ac that ſtubborn Miſchiet for the Jopy any 
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Explanation and better Execution of former 4s made a> 
gainſt Tranſportation of Wool, Fullers- Barth, and Scour- 
ing-Clay. ED aes 
This Seſſion likewiſe: upon complaints made, chat 
the Woollen Manufacture was carry d on in Ireland, 
to the great Prejudice of that Staple Trade in Engl/and, 
the Parliament took care to ſtop the Progreſs of that 
growing Evil. They enterd upon a Bill for that 
purpoſe,but ic terminated at laſt in an Addreſs to the 
King, That his Majeſty would be.pleasd to uſe the moſt 
effeftual means to diſcourage his Subjetts of Ireland from 
proſecuting the Woolen, and encourage them to apply them- 
ſelves to the Linnen Manufaflure m that Kingdom, whereby 


they might carry on a gainful Trade to themſelves, without 
interfering with an Intereſt of wbich bis Subjefs in England 


were ſo very tender. SLE Ed Tobag N 

Theſe were the principal TranſaEtions of theſe 
worthy Patriots in their three Seſſions ; and thoſe 
who ſeriouſly reflect on the mighty Difficuleys which 
with unexampled Reſolution they encounter'd, and at - 
laſt Maſter'd, on the Wiſe and EfteCtual Remedys 
which they apply'd to the ſharpeſt and moſt obſti- 
gate Diſtempers under which any Nation ever Jan-' 
guiſh'd, on their Conſtancy and unwearied Diligence, 
either- in obviating new Dangers, or removing freſh 
Miſchiefs that embroil'd their Aﬀairs, with what Vi- 
- gour they- ply'd the Helm, and how ſteddily* they 
Steerd on very treacherous and boiſtrous Waters, 


how ofc chey Row'd agaiaſt Wind and Tide, and 


tho often crnid back bs che Violerie of che Cur- 
rent,.or diverted by nga? Turns or Eddys of Stare, 
yet ſtill recurn'd'with invincible i Nemd che 
Tide and forc'd their Way, till at Jaſt in ſpice of al : 
Oppoſition they gain their 'intended Port, thoſe 'T * 
ſay, who impartially and ſeriouſly make cheſe Refle 
tions, cant but entertain a great Veneration-of their * 
Ability and Zeal for the Publick Good. If there be. 
any Man that does not yet admire as he ought to.:do,, - 
the greatneſs of this Parliament, let. him but conſider 
' what an amazing Undercaking ic was torecoin all che 
Silver Mony of the Nation when it was ready: ro link A 
under the weight of a long expenſive War; | which 2 
attempt- was. ſo hazardous, that the-. Enemy. was * 
made to believe it would certainly be fatal ro-ug, and 
under that Confidence was perſwaded to continue the } 
+. War; as they made Peace when that Preſumption was 3 
| diſappointed. Lethim conſider what a Task it was to 
recover the loſt Credit of the Nation both Publick 
and Private, in thoſe Jow Circumſtances, to which 
we were then reducd. Let him conſider how great'a 
Work it was to raiſe, or rather to make Mony for the 
Publick Service which requir'd extraordinary Supplys, 4 
when there' was very little Mony in Being; Let him 
conſider this well, and he will take righter Meaſures " 34 
of the Wiſdom of this great Aſſembly. Theſe were the” 
Work's of refind Underſtagding, ofche moſt exctenhive 
Capacity and inflexible I be And coy ”_ : 
the Weeks of this Parſinment. A Parliamene th har: had: 
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